The Unifying Principle

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, saying, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?”  Jesus said to him, “’You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”  

Matthew 22:35-40

One of the goals of scientists has been to condense the laws of nature down to a ‘unifying principle’.  Well, Jesus did something like that – only with the essence of God’s Word/Commandments.  Let’s flesh it out using the original wording from Deuteronomy. 6:5-9 & Leviticus 19:18.

· Love God with all your heart

· God must have 1st place in our affections/devotions …

· The health of all other relationships depends on this one …

· God is a JEALOUS God!  Exodus 20:5 …

· Delight yourself in the LORD … Psalm 37:4 
· Love God with all your soul/mind

· we are loving God when His words – the Bible – are in our minds

· what do you think about when you are free to think of anything?

· Love God with all your might

· this means I will exercise EFFORT to love God …

· it is an exercise of the WILL …

· Love your neighbor as yourself

· your ‘neighbor’ includes those who wrong you …

· you ‘neighbor’ is ANYONE in the world – see Luke 10 …

· Assignment: do something nice to someone you don’t know every day this week …

That I would not leave my first love.  Bill Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, when asked “What can I pray for you?”

To love the world is to me no chore.  My trouble is the man next door.  Paul Little

Kindness has converted more sinners than zeal, eloquence, or learning.  Henrietta Mears

Though we do not have our Lord with us in bodily presence, we have our neighbor, who, for the ends of love and loving service, is as good as our Lord Himself.  Theresa of Avila

We cannot help conforming ourselves to what we love.  Unkown

To my God, a heart of flame; to my fellow men, a heart of love; to myself, a heart of steel.  Augustine

Things human must be known to be loved; things divine must be loved to be known.  Blaise Pascal

